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[Ms. Swalley is the Administrative Assistant to Councilman Dick Muri. She has no 
known expertise in the husbandry of exotic birds. We can only surmise that Martha 
Scudder and Robert Vincent, who deny admission even to members of Martha’s own 
family, granted admission to their farm expecting positive testimony. Ms. Swalley’s 
sworn declaration that birds were not in pain, suffering, harmed or abused is totally 
inappropriate given her complete lack of expertise. Her statements mirror those by 
her supervisor, Councilman Muri, after he was invited on a tour of the facility: 

"Basing his opinion on the birds's appearance, he said the ones he saw seemed 
healthy. 'The farm is in good working order, and the birds are real healthy,' said 
Muri, a retired Air Force pilot. 'Their feathers look good. They look normal, like a bird 
you'd see in someone's home.' Basing his opinion on the birds’ appearance, Muri said 
the ones he saw seemed healthy. 
Before going to Scudder's, Muri was asked whether he intended to take an avian 
expert with him. 'I don't need a vet,' he said. I'm going to make decisions as far as 
regulations and changing the way things get done, it's up to me. It's my decision. 
Sure I'm not a veterinarian but I'm still somewhat qualified. People elected me 
because of my decision-making process. I have two eyes and two ears and a wide 
variety of experiences so hopefully I'll be able to gather some good information and 
I'll be able to report back.' (Source: Tacoma News-Tribune, Dec. 21, 2005) 

That Muri’s and Swalley’s observations so completely contradict statements by even 
Martha Scudder’s own family at best demonstrates willful ignorance regarding 
welfare of the birds, at worst, it calls their motives into question. This is seen 
elsewhere in the alleged pre-notification by a Pierce County Humane Society official 
of upcoming “surprise” inspections of the M. Scudder farm. (See Kathy Phillips 
Scudder Deposition, Volume 2, pages 93-94.)] 
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