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[With all due respect to Mr. Longo and his long-term friendship with Mrs. Scudder, 
his statements about her reputation are in marked discordance with the facts both 
locally and more widely, certainly in recent years since John's death, and predating 
Mr. Gallawa’s appearance on the scene. No one has impugned Mrs. Scudder's 
personal reputation, but to say that her professional reputation was “untarnished” 
“pre-Gallowa” seems to be propaganda at best. 

Dr. Bennett is not a “purported” board certified avian veterinarian, she is one. And 
there is no extant evidence that her inspection was “intrusive” (only one quarter of 
the aviary facility was even accessed); furthermore, the inspection resulted in 
improvements in the husbandry at the Scudder farm—which sadly were not only 
incomplete but were allowed to rapidly lapse [Deposition of K. Scudder]. 

Mr. Longo’s claims of “disastrous” economic impact also were not substantiated, as 
found in the Court’s Summary Judgment. What was disastrous to Mrs. Scudder was 
over a hundred reported (and allegedly, many more unreported) deaths of birds from 
disease, starvation and environmental hazards, and a host of problems all of which 
can be traced directly back to poor husbandry at the Farm itself. 

While Mr. Gallowa's analogy to Auschwitz* does seem over-the-top, the point 
remains that the birds do look like prisoners: 

• “Martha personally took me up on her porch and showed me a military 
Macaw, and told me that that's what a Macaw dying of PDD looked like. And 
that bird was — that bird was laying in the bottom of the cage, wasn't even 
able to get up on a perch, and all that bird was was skin and feathers and 
bones, and two days later she told me the bird was dead." —Kathy Scudder, 
of a bird which Martha Scudder pointed out as an example of Proventricular 
Dilatation Disease, though she and her Expert Witnesses denied having 
contagious diseases at the Farm 

• “We saw a Blue Fronted Amazon in the part where she dump — originally 
they dump the dumpster there and then they dump it up over into the 
garbage truck. There was a Blue Fronted Amazon that was laying in that area, 
and I do know that he picks up the dumpster at Mrs. Scudder's home and 
then comes to our home directly…I could tell that that bird was skin and 
bones… It was — one of the ways that you can tell that a bird is extremely 
thin is they have what's called a keel bone that runs down the center of the 
chest, okay? When that keel bone protrudes like a knife and there's no muscle 
or meat or anything along the side of it, it looks almost like your turkey 
carcass at Thanksgiving where you've carved off the white meat. It starts 
sticking out like that… — but most specifically the thing that I noticed more 
than anything was that that bird was very, very, very thin." —Same source 

• "Absence of adipose stores [i.e., fat] is a notable finding in all examined 
birds." —Dr.Caplazi's note from the necropsies of 27 Scudder birds dying in a 
cluster of unexplained deaths--this was this ONLY common finding in all 27]. 

• Many other birds had virtually identical findings in single deaths. See 
overview in Metz Declaration. 

Despite Mr. Longo’s claim to the contrary, the Editors are aware of very legitimate 
breeders who have seen birds at the Scudder Parrot Depot treated very poorly. One 
(but certainly not the only one) is Mrs. Frances Davidson who has prolonged and 
intimate, first-hand knowledge of the husbandry at the Scudder Bird Farm as 
detailed in a formal interview with her, provided on this website at “Feeding Time at 
Scudder Parrot Depot”(printed with permission). In addition to a number of other 



shocking observations presented there, she made two other comments which 
seemed especially relevant to Mr. Longo's purported affront at Mr. Gallawa’s 
reference: 

• On one occasion when Ms. Davidson frankly asked Martha why her parrots 
were so thin, Martha laughed and said it was for breeding purposes. Her 
answer was, and the editor conducting the interview asked twice if this was a 
direct quote….per Martha you “have to keep them lean, mean sex machines.” 

• Further discussing the fact that Martha’s birds were so thin, she (Martha) 
explained her theory to Ms. Davidson. She felt that if they (the birds) are too 
thin, out of desperation they will reproduce to save their species. Ms Davidson 
added that later John Sr. told her of his belief in this same theory and 
therefore their practice of keeping the birds (unnaturally) thin.  

We further refer Mr. Longo to the grossly substandard food fed at Scudder Parrot 
Depot, as discussed in detail under "Feeding Time at the Scudder Parrot Depot". 

Mr. Longo appears to be yet another witness for the Plaintiff who professes to care 
for—even want to preserve—these birds, but then chooses the easy road (friendship? 
protecting the autonomy of aviculture?) over the much more difficult, but high road. 
There is no question that taking that high road, doing what would be right for these 
birds, would present a tremendous challenge. But the Editorial Board feels there is 
an overwhelming amount of evidence that clearly shows the parties involved should 
have chosen that road. Why they did not is what saddens us to this day.] 

—Editors. 

*Reference made by Joe Longo in his Declaration   

From Mr. Longo’s Declaration: 

“It is hard for me to understand how one person can publish, to literally the world, 
that Martha’s birds look like the Jewish prisoners at Auschwitz during the Third 
Reich’s and Hitler’s reign.”] 
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